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Hong Kong / Education

Hong Kong national security
law: 80 per cent of city’s
schools say guidelines for
instilling patriotism in
children are hard to
implement

» Survey by pro-government Shine Tak
Foundation finds little more than half of
city’'s schools ready to teach national
education

+ Education Bureau needs to give
teachers more time to prepare and
provide better training, charity’s vice-
chairman says
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Nearly 80 per cent of Hong Kong schools have
said new guidelines for instilling patriotism in
children were very difficult to implement, a
survey has found, prompting calls for more
time and training for teachers.

The survey of 218 schools, which was released
on Sunday by the pro-government Shine Tak
Foundation, found a little more than half of the
kindergartens, primary and secondary schools
they polled were ready to teach national
education.

“We noticed that almost 80 per cent of the
schools said there is a certain level of difficulty
in teaching national security education,” Tong
Sau-chai, the charity’s executive vice-
chairman, said. “Among the reasons for this
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Tang Fei, far right, and, on his right, Kelvin Yau and foundation colleagues, present findings that indicated teacher training
topped concerns for schools.
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More than 80 percent of primary and secondary schools said they had difficulties implementing
the national education curriculum, especially in teacher training, according to a survey by a pro-
government group.

That came in a poll by Shine Tak Foundation, a charity organization for promoting education, of
more than 200 schools - 61 kindergartens, 80 primary schools and 77 secondary schools -
between April 28 and May 16 which found that 46 percent of schools had not been prepared to
start the curriculum.

The schools urged the Education Bureau to strengthen training for teachers, including organizing
mainland visits and workshops.

Around 66 percent said they struggled the most with teacher training due to a lack of support
from the authorities. Over 90 percent said their main source of support was the bureau's Learning
and Teaching Resources website.

The Standard Channel =
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More>>

Tang Fei, principal of Heung To Secondary School in Tseung Kwan O, hoped the bureau could
provide legal support as most teachers were not familiar with the legal system.

"We are now asking teachers to teach China's constitution, the Basic Law and the national
security law. If teachers do not have the basic legal knowledge, this could be a strenuous task for
them," Tang said. He recalled that he once heard a teacher explaining that the common law is "a
law that is common."

Currently, 27 percent of primary and secondary schools have more than 10 hours of national
security education each year. Some of the activities include singing the national anthem and
raising the national and regional flags.

The schools also hoped the bureau could provide complete teaching kits based on age levels and
teaching needs.

Kelvin Yau Siu-hung, principal of Yan Chai Hospital Wong Wha San Secondary School, said it
might be difficult for schools to submit their first report on national security education by the end
of August, adding that there might be a rush for schools to fully implement national security
education in the 2022-23 academic year.

The foundation suggested creating mid-ranking positions in schools to coordinate the
curriculum's delivery and for the bureau to subsidize schools in order to help them procure
teaching materials.

https://www.thestandard.com.hk/section-news/section/4/230948/Most-schools-lost-on-national-education 3/6
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The bureau should also publish a teacher's handbook about national security education, it said.

Other Local News More Local News >>

Officials open doors to students again (7 Jun 2021)

Pan-dems 'can survive' electoral system revamp (7 Jun 2021)

Chan builds hopes amid building jobs fears (7 Jun 2021)

Tien calls for DSE Putonghua exam (7 Jun 2021)

Tokyo says Fukushima discharges will be safer than natural radiation (4 Jun 2021)
TVB anchor admits guilt over TST collision (4 Jun 2021)

Dissidents feel long arm of law in Israel (4 Jun 2021)

Party in air draw amid jabs fear (4 Jun 2021)

Videogame fan drives into history (4 Jun 2021)
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Tang Fel, far right, and, on his right, Kelvin Yau and foundation colleagues,
present findings that indicated teacher training topped concerns for schools.

MOST SCHOOLS LOST ON
NATIONAL EDUCATION

Carine Chow

More than 80 percent of primary
and secondary schools said they
had difficulties implementing the
national education curriculum,
especially in teacher training,
according to a survey by a pro-
government group.

That came in a poll by Shine
Tak Foundation. a charity organi-
zation for promoting education, of
more than 200 schools - 61 kinder-
gartens, 80 primary schoolsand 77
secondary schools —between April
28 and May 16 which found that
46 percent of schools had not been
prepared to start the curriculum.

The schools urged the
Education Bureau to strengthen
training for teachers, including
organizing mainland visits and
workshops.

Around 66 percent said they
struggled the most with teacher
training due to a lack of support
from the authorities. Over 90 per-
cent said their main source of sup-
port was the burean’'s Leaming and
Teaching Resources website.

TangFei, principal of Heung To
Secondary School in Tseung Kwan
O, hoped the bureau could provide
legal support as most teachers were
not familiar with the legal system.

“We are now asking teachers
to teach China’s constitution, the

Basic Law and the national secu-
rify law. If teachers do not have the
basic legal knowledge, this could
be a strenuous task for them.” Tang
said, He recalled that he once heard
a teacher explaining that the com-
mon law is“a law that is common.™

Currently, 27 percent of pri-
mary and secondary schools have
more than 10 hours of national
security education each year. Some
of the activities include singing the
national anthem and raising the
national and regional flags.

The schools also hoped the
bureau could provide complete
teaching kits based on age levels
and teaching needs.

Kelvin Yau Siu-hung, princi-
pal of Yan Chai Hospital Wong
Wha San Secondary School, said
it might be difficult for schools to
submit their first report on national
security education by the end of
August, adding that there might be
a rush for schools to fully imple-
ment national security education in
the 2022-23 academic year.

The foundation suggested
creating mid-ranking positions in
schools to coordinate the curricu-
fumy’s delivery and for the bureau
tosubsidize schools inorder to help
them procure teaching materials.

The burean should also pub-
lish a teacher’s handbook about
national security education, it said.
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80 pc of Hong Kong schools say guidelines under national security law hard to
implement, says report
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national-security-law-hard-to-implement-says-report20210607115346
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80 pc of Hong Kong schools say guidelines under I

national security law hard to implement, says
report "

Hong Kong, June 7 (ANI) Nearly 80 per cent of schools in Hong Kong have
said new guideiines for “insulling patriotism” in children, under the city's

national security law. were “very difficult” to implement, according to a survey

Out of 218 schools polled. a little more than half of the kindergartens,
pnmary and secondary schools, were ready to teach national education,

South China Morning Post reported

“We noticed that almost 80 per cent of the schools said there is a certain .
tevel of n hing nat | secunty education.” saitd Tong Sau-chat,

Shine Tak Foundation’'s vice-chairman. “And of course there is also a portion

(of teachers) who are worried they may be teaching the wrong thing.” he

added -
This comes as schools in Hong Kong are facing a steady exodus of students

in the wake of draconian security law that ushered in a citywide crackdown

on public criticism of the authorities. the Voice of America (VOA) reported

ciing data from a major teachers’ union

Many parents are emigrating overseas amid safety concerns. as a newly

t force of nat I security police have been arresting people for
peaceful political activities, said PTU head Fung Wai-wah

Back in February, Hong Kong had introduced new regulations for how schools
should operate, after Beijing d the dr national security

law giving authorities powers 1o further impose crackdowns among the

people of the region
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The new policies are outlined in a series of circulars as well as new teaching

materials. including videos, picture books. and graphics, with cartoon Chinese
soldiers and loca! police officers helping students understand their

“responsibilities” under the oppressive security law
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