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Senior immigration officers under probe for receiving hampers from Evergrande

Hong Kong’ s Immigration Department will probe into two of its senior officers receiving
gift hampers from an Evergrande executive, Secretary for Security Chris Tang Ping-keung
said on Wednesday.

Local media reported on Tuesday night that Andrew Huang Xiangui from Evergrandesent
gift hampers containing abalone to deputy director of immigration Benson Kwok Joon-
fung and principal immigration officer Jacky Wong Ki before the Mid-autumn Festival
this year.

Under the law, officials cannot receive any gift which costs more than HK$3,000.

When asked if their receiving of the hampers would run against the Prevention of Bribery
Ordinance, Tang said authorities will look into the matter. He refused to make further
comments until the investigation has concluded °

ICAC said it would not comment on individual cases, but said it will follow up with
alleged violations against the Prevention of Bribery Ordinance according to established
proceedings.

Immigration Department said the officers concerned had informed the Director of
Immigration immediately after they received media enquiry about the hampers on
December 5.

They said they had received gifts from their personal friends at a traditional festival. Since
there were no dealings in their official capacities, and the value of the gifts did not exceed
relevant regulations, the concerned officers did not make any declaration.

“The Immigration Department's follow-up is in progress. The department stressed that it
always attaches great importance to staff conduct. If any officer 1s found to be involved in
any unlawful acts or misconduct, the department will handle the matter seriously in
accordance with the law and established procedures,” it stated on Wednesday.

Under Acceptance of Advantages (Chief Executive” s Permission) Notice 2010 under
Prevention of Bribery Ordinance and the Civil Servants Guide to Good Practices, civil
servants cannot accept gifts or advantages from contacts with whom they have official
dealings, while gifts from family members are exempted.

The notice stated that civil servants can only accept gifts not exceeding HK$3,000 from
“close personal friends” on occasions when gifts are traditionally given or exchanged,
and gifts not exceeding HK$500 on any other occasion.


https://www.thestandard.com.hk/breaking-news/section/4/184192/Senior-immigration-officers-under-probe-for-receiving-hampers-from-Evergrande
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Meanwhile, other people can give gifts not exceeding HK$1,500 on occasions when gifts
are traditionally given or exchanged, and gifts not exceeding HK$250 on any other
occasion.

They are also instructed to refuse  “lavish or unreasonably generous or frequent
entertainment.”

According to a mediareport, the gift hampers given to the two senior immigration officers
were from Island Shangri-La Hotel and contained mooncakes, abalone, himematsutake
mushroom, Chinese tea, and champagne. The official price of the hamper was HK$3,388.

Kwok told the media that there was early bird discount for the hamper, and it cost less
than HK$3,000 with the discount.
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Top immigration officers probed over gift hampers

Immigration authorities are looking into reports two senior officers received gift hampers
worth more than HK$3,000 each from embattled developer China Evergrande, the security
minister has revealed.

The driver of an Evergrande director delivered Shangri-La hotel hampers to the homes of
Deputy Director of Immigration Benson Kwok Joon-fung and Chief Immigration Officer
Jacky Wong on September 17, four days before the Mid-Autumn Festival, media outlet
Standnews reported.

It said each hamper, which included mooncakes, a bottle of champagne and abalone, was
valued at HK$3,388, going by the hotel’ s catalogue.

Under the Prevention of Bribery Ordinance, the value of a gift a civil servant can accept
from a personal friend or other people on a special occasion is capped at HK$3,000, or
else approval from the authorities 18 required.

The driver of executive director and Hong Kong company general manager Huang
Xiangui dropped off the hampers at the two officers’  doorsteps.

A government source yesterday said the pair had been friends with Huang for years. They
checked the price of a hamper online upon delivery and found there was a 15 per cent
discount.

"Since the two officers do not have any business dealings with Huang and the gift value
was under the cap ceiling, they did not seek approval from the immigration director," the
insider said.

Secretary for SecurityChris Tang Ping-keungsaid the Immigration Department would look
into the matter.

"I think [the two officers] have given accounts of the incident and that the Immigration
Department 1s going to investigate. After the conclusion of the investigation, then we can
comment further," Tang said.

After his remarks, the Immigration Department said in a statement the officers had
informed the director immediately after receiving media inquiries on Sunday.

"If any officer 1s found to be involved 1n any unlawful acts or misconduct, the department
will handle the matter seriously in accordance with the law and established procedures," it
said.

In an earlier reply to Standnews, Kwok said the hamper was valued at HK$3,199 in 2020
and enjoyed an "early bird 15 per cent discount” so he believed the hamper would not cost
more than HK$3,000 this year. A discounted hamper at the 2021price would have cost
HK$2,879.80.



"I" m friends with Huang. We do not have any business dealings nor conflict of interest.
Therefore, I did not declare the hamper to the immigration director," he said.

The outlet also carried a similar statement from Wong.

The Democratic Party chairman Lo Kin-hei said it was suspicious the pair claimed they
had no business dealings with the developer although they handled visa matters.

He urged the Independent Commission Against Corruption to investigate and disclose the

findings to the public.
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Immigration authorities are
looking into reports two senior
officers received gift hampers
worth more than HK$3,000 each
from embattled developer China
Evergrande, the security minister
has revealed.

The driver of an Evergrande
director delivered Shangri-La
hotel hampers to the homes of
Deputy Director of Immigration
Benson Kwok Joon-fung and
Chief Immigration Officer Jacky
Wongon September 17, four days
before the Mid-Autumn Festival,
media outlet Standnews reported.

It said each hamper, which
included mooncakes, a bottle of
champagne and abalone, was
valued at HKS3,388, going by the
hotel’s catalogue.

Under the Prevention of
Bribery Ordinance, the value of a
gift a civil servant can accept from
a personal friend or other people
on aspecial occasion is capped at
HK$3,000, or else approval from
the authorities is required.

The driver of executive direc-
tor and Hong Kong company
general manager Huang Xiangui
dropped off the hampers at the
two officers’ doorsteps.

A government source yester-
day said the pair had been friends
with Huang for years. They
checked the price of a hamper
online upon delivery and found
there was a 15 per cent discount.

“Since the two officers do not
have any business dealings with
Huang and the gift value was
under the cap ceiling, they did not
seek approval from the immigra-
tion director,” the insider said.

Secretary for Security Chris
Tang Ping-keung said the
Immigration Department would
look into the matter,

“I think [the two officers] have
given accounts of the incident and
that the Immigration Department

is going to investigate. After the
conclusion of the investigation,
then we can comment further,”
Tang said.

After his remarks, the
Immigration Department said in
a statement the officers had
informed the director immedi-
ately after receiving media inquir-
ies on Sunday.

“If any officer is found to be
involved in any unlawful acts or
misconduct, the department will
handle the matter seriously in
accordance with the law and
established procedures,” it said.
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In an earlier reply to
Standnews, Kwok said the ham-
per was valued at HK$3,199 in
2020 and enjoyed an “early bird 15
per cent discount” so he believed
the hamper would not cost more
than HK$3,000 this vear, A dis-
counted hamper at the 2021 price
would have cost HK$2,879.80.

“I'm friends with Huang, We
do not have any business dealings
nor conflict of interest. Therefore,
1 didd not declare the hamper to the
immigration director,” he said.

The outlet also carried a simi-
lar statement from Wong.

The Democratic Party chair-
man Lo Kin-hei said it was suspi-
cious the pair claimed they had no
business dealings with the devel-
oper although they handled visa
matters.

He urged the Independent
Commission Against Corruption
to investigate and disclose the
findings to the public.
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State media hit out at fugitive nathan law

Former lawmaker accused of being a traitor, who would be  ‘crucified on the pillar of
historical shame’ , ahead of his appearance at Biden event

State-run media yesterday launched fierce attacks on fugitive former Hong Kong
lawmaker Nathan Law Kwun-chung, saying he would be "crucified on the pillar of
historical shame" ahead of an expected appearance at US President Joe Biden’ s "Summit
for Democracy".

The media outlets also condemned the coming summit, calling it a tool for anti-China
forces in the West to meddle in domestic affairs but their bid would be doomed to fail.
Law 1s expected to give a brief address during an "intersession remarks" section tomorrow.
A Xinhua commentary accused the former lawmaker of having "forgotten his roots" and of
betraying the country and Hong Kong.

It said he would eventually "eat the bitter fruits" of his acts and end up being "crucified on
the pillar of historical shame for betraying the country and the Chinese people".

It also alleged that Law had been backed by anti-China forces in the West since 2019. It
accused him of being a willing "pawn" controlled by these forces, which sought to
interfere with the country” s domestic affairs by playing the "Hong Kong card".

But the West' s attempts were like a "mantis trying to stop a chariot", it added.

" Against the backdrop of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation,  ‘one country, two
systems’ s steadily advancing," the commentary said, referring to the policy under
which Hong Kong 1s governed.

It added: "Whatever the means or tricks may be, any plot to make use of Hong Kong to
suppress China, or to make use of Hong Kong to disrupt China, will be doomed to fail."
Broadcaster China Radio International said in a commentary that Biden’ s two-day virtual
summit had exposed an "evil" attempt by the United States to meddle in China” s
domestic affairs by inviting a fugitive to speak.

Calling Britain-based Law a "Hong Kong independence element", it accused the 28-year-
old of being a "sidekick" fed by the West and who was wanted for national security
offences.

"How can [Law], a fugitive who aims to split the country and destroy Hong Kong™ s
democracy, be qualified to represent Hong Kong to talk about democracy and human
rights?" it said. "Why doesn’ t the US side also invite those rioters who had stormed the
Congress 1n January to deliver speeches?"



The attacks coincided with escalated rhetoric against Law by Hong Kong” s security
ministerChris Tang Ping-keung, who also branded him a "traitor who gloats about
betraying the country" for accepting an invitation to speak at the US event.

Thesecretary for security, who blasted Law on Tuesday and yesterday, accused him of
shamelessly serving the political interests of overseas governments after he accepted an
invitation to contribute to Biden’ s meeting, which is billed as an attempt to renew
democracy across the world.

In a Twitter post, Law said he was "very honoured" to be invited and that "the voice of
Hong Kong will be heard".

Tang said: "Fellow Hong Kong residents, and media friends, I noticed that Nathan Law
had said he felt honoured to be invited by US President Joe Biden to attend the democracy
summit.

"A man who betrays his own country to serve the political objective of foreign countries 1s
a traitor. And Nathan Law 18 a modern traitor. He gloats about betraying the country. I
think he should feel ashamed of himself."

Tang added: "This behaviour should be condemned."

He rounded on Law for the second time this week after 1ssuing a strongly worded
statement a day earlier calling him a "coward" and "traitor". Tang described Law as a
"runaway anti-China disrupter" and accused him of "spreading political lies" about the city
and the country. Referring to Biden’ s summit, Tang said the US had plotted the event
under the guise of democracy to encourage resistance against China.

Law, former chairman of the now-disbanded localist party Demosisto, fled Hong Kong
ahead of the June 2020 enactment of the national security law, which bans acts of
secession, subversion, terrorism and collusion with foreign forces.
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Former lawmaker accused of being a traitor, who
would be ‘crucified on the pillar of historical
shame’, ahead of his appearance at Biden event
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State-run media yesterday
launched fierce artacks on fugitive
former Hong Kong lawmaker
Nathan Law Kwun-chung, saying
he would be “crucified on the
pillar of historical shame” ahead
of an expected appearance at US
President Joe Biden's “Summit for
Democracy”.

The media outlets also con-
demned the coming summit,
calling it a tool for anti-China
forces in the West to meddle in
domestic affairs but their bid
would be doomed to fail.

Law is expected to give a brief
address during an “intersession
remarks” section tomorrow.

A Xinhua commentary
accused the former lawmaker of
having "forgotten hisroots” and of
betraying the country and Hong
Kong.

1t said he would eventually
“eat the bitter fruits” of his acts
and end up being “crucified on
the pillar of historical shame for
betraying the country and the
Chinese people”,

It also alleged that Law had
been backed by anti-China forces
in the West since 2019. It accused
him of being a willing “pawn”
controlled by these forces, which
sought to interfere with the
country’s domestic affairs by
playing the “Hong Kong card".

But the West's attempts were
like a "mantis trying to stop a
chariot”, it added.

“Against the backdrop of the
great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation, ‘one country, two systems’
is steadily advancing,” the
commentary said, referring to the
policy under which Hong Kong is
governed.

Itadded: “Whatever the means
or tricks may be, any plot to make
use of Hong Kong to suppress
China, or to make use of Hong

Kong to disrupt China, will be
doomed to fail.”

Broadcaster China Radio
Intermnational said in a commen-
tary that Biden's two-day virtual
summit had exposed an “evil”
attempt by the United States to
meddle in China’s domestic
affairs by inviting a fugitive to

Calling Britain-based Law a
“Hong Kong independence ele-
ment”, it accused the 28-year-old
of being a “sidekick” fed by the
West and who was wanted for
national security offences.

“How can [Law/, a fugitive who
aims to split the country and
destroy Hong Kong's democracy,
be qualified to represent Hong
Kong to talk about democracy and
human rights?” it said. “Why
doesn’t the US side also invite
those rioters who had stormed the

Any plot to make
use of Hong Kong to
suppress China...
will be doomed to
fail

XINHUA COMMENTARY

Nathan Law is “very honoured” to
have been invited to the summit.

Congress in January to deliver
speeches?”

The attacks coincided with
escalated rhetoric against Law by
Hong Kong's security minister
Chris Tang Ping-keung, who also
branded him a “traitor who gloats
about betraying the country” for
acceptingan invitation to speak at
the US event.

The secretary for security, who
blasted Law on Tuesday and
yesterday, accused him of shame-
lessly serving the political interests
of overseas governments after he
accepted an invitation to contrib-
ute to Biden's meeting, which is
billed as an attempt to renew
democracy across the world.

In a Twitter post, Law said he
was “very honoured" to be invited
and that “the voice of Hong Kong
will be heard”.

Tang said: “Fellow Hong Kong
residents, and media friends, |
noticed that Nathan Law had said
he felt honoured to be invited by
US President Joe Biden to attend
the democracy summit.

“A man who betrays his own
country to serve the political
objective of foreign countries is a
traitor. And Nathan Law is a
modem traitor. He gloats about
betraying the country. | think he
should feel ashamed of himself.”

Tang added: “This behaviour
should be condemned.”

He rounded on Law for the
second time this week after issu-
ingastrongly worded statement a
day earlier calling him a “coward"
and “traitor”, Tang described Law
as a “runaway anti-China dis-
rupter” and accused him of
“spreading political lies" about
the city and the country. Referring
to Biden's summit, Tang said the
US had plotted the event under
the guise of democracy to encour-
age resistance against China.

Law, former chairman of the
now-disbanded localist party
Demaosisto, fled Hong Kong ahead
of the June 2020 enactment of the
national security law, which bans
acts of secession, subversion,
terrorism and collusion with
foreign forces.
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Immigration pair probed over gift hampers

The Immigration Department will investigate two of its senior officers for allegedly
receiving hotel gift hampers worth over HK$3,000 each, saysSecretary for SecurityChris
Tang Ping-keung.

The probe focuses on whether deputy director of immigration Benson Kwok Joon-fung
and principal immigration officer Jacky Wong Ki received hampers containing abalone
from Evergrande executive director Andrew Huang Xiangui on September 17, four days
before the Mid-Autumn Festival.

Tang refused to divulge other details, adding he will wait for the results from the probe.
"Regarding the allegation that our immigration officers accepted some gifts, I think they
have given an account of the incident and the Immigration Department 1S going to
mnvestigate," Tang said.

"After the conclusion of the investigation, we can comment further."

The department said the officers had informed Director of Immigration Au Ka-wang
immediately after media inquiries on December 5 that they had received gifts from their
personal friends at a traditional festival.

"Since there were no dealings in their official capacities and the value of the gifts did not
exceed relevant regulations, the concerned officers did not make any declaration," the
statement said.

The department said 1t always attaches great importance to staff conduct.

"If any officer 1s found to be involved 1n any unlawful act or misconduct, the department
will handle the matter seriously in accordance with the law and established procedures," it
said.

The Civil Service Bureau said it will not comment on individual cases at this stage.

The Independent Commission Against Corruption also refused to comment on individual
cases, but said 1t will follow up on any potential violations against the Prevention of
Bribery Ordinance according to established proceedings.

Former ICAC chief investigator Stephen Char Shik-ngor said on a radio program that it
creates a bad impression for two senior officers to have received such expensive gifts.
He urged the Immigration Department to give an explanation and said the personnel
mvolved might have violated the law if the department has any official dealings with
Evergrande, a real estate developer in the mainland.

Civil servants cannot - under the Acceptance of Advantages (Chief Executive's
Permission) Notice 2010 of the Prevention of Bribery Ordinance and the Civil Servants



Guide to Good Practices - accept gifts or advantages from contacts with whom they have
official dealings, while gifts from family members are exempted.

The notice stated that civil servants can only accept gifts not exceeding HK$3,000 from
"close personal friends" on occasions when gifts are traditionally given or exchanged and
gifts not exceeding HK$500 on any other occasion.

Other people can give gifts not exceeding HK$1,500 on occasions when gifts are
traditionally given or exchanged, and gifts not exceeding HK$250 on any other occasion.
The gift hampers given to the two senior officers were from Island Shangri-La Hotel.
Priced at HK$3,388 each, they contained mooncakes, abalone, him matsutake mushroom
and champagne.

Kwok has said the hamper cost HK$3,188 in 2020 but, with a 15 percent early bird
discount, it cost less than HK$3,000 in 2021. Wong said the hamper cost HK$2,879.8 in
2021, citing an online shopping platform.

The two said they were close friends with Huang.

The Immigration Departiment will mves-
tigate two of its senior officers for alleg-
edly receiving hotel gift hampers worth
over HKS3,000 each, says Secretary for
Security Cluis Tang Plog-keung

The probe focuses on whether deputy
director of inunigration Benson Kwok
Joon-fung and principal immigration
officer Jacky Wong Ki received bampers
contaning abalone from Evergrande exec-
utive director Andrew Huang Xiangui on
Septesuber 17, four days before the Mid-
At Festival

Tang refused to divulge ofwer details,
acidiing be will wasit for the results from the
probe.

‘“Regarding the allegation that our
immegration officers accepted scme giffs,
1 think they have given an account of the
incident and the Immigration Department
is going to investigate.” Tang suid.

“After the conclusion of the mvestiga-
ticay, we can conument further.”

The deprurtment said the officers had
informed Director of Inunigration An
Ka-wimng immediately afler media inqui-
nies on December § that they had received
gifts from their persoual friends at a tradi-
tional festival

“Since there were no dealings in their
official capacities and the value of the

gifts did not exceed relevant regulations.
the concerned officers did not suake any
declrtion.” the statement said

The department saad it alwarys altaches
great importance to staff conduct

“If sy officer is found to be involved
in any walawfil act or misconduct, the
department will handle the matter seri-
ously in accordance with the Jaw and
established procedures,” it sakd

The Civil Service Burean said it will
not comment on individual cases at this
stage

The Indepenxlent Comnussion A gainst
Comuption also refused (o comument on
mdividual cases, but said it will follow
up on any potential viokations against the
Prevention of Brbery Ordinance accord-
mg to established proceedings.

Former ICAC chief investigator
Stephen Chur Shik-ngor said on a radio
program that it creates a bad impression
for two senior officers to lave recetved
such expensive gifts

Heurged the nunigration Depestinent
to give an explanation and said the persca-
nel mvolved might have violated the lsw
if the depastment has any official dealings
with Evergrande. a real estate developer
i the madniand

Civil servants cannot ~ under the
Acceptance of Advantages (Chief
Executive’s Permission) Notice 2010 of

IMMIGRATION PAIR PROBED
OVER GIFT HAMPERS

An example
of the Island
Shangri-La
Hotel hamper
a3 veen on
HKTV. Top:
Chris Tong.

the Prevention of Bribery Ordinance and
the Civil Servants Guide to Good Practices
~acoept Zifts or advaniages from comtacts
with whom they have official dealimgs,
while gifts from fanuly members are
exempied

Thenotice statect that civil servants can
only accept gifts not excoeding HKS3,000
from “close personal friends™ on occa-
sions when gifis are traditionally given
or exchanged and gifts not exceeding
HKS500 cn anty other occasion

Other people can give gifts not exceed-
mg HKS 1,500 onoccasiots when gifts are
traditionally grven orexchanged, and gifts

not exceeding HKS250 on any other occa-
son.

The gft hampers given to the two
sexior officers sere from Iskand Shangrni-
La Hotel. Priced at HKS3 388 each, they
contamed mooncakes, sbalone, himemat-
sutake mushroom and chanpage

Kwok has said the hamper cost
HKS3,188 in 2020 but, with a 15 per-
cent early bird discount, it cost less than
HKS3,000in 2021. Wong said the hamper
cost HKS2,879.8 in 2021, citing an onkine
shopping placfoon.

The two said they were close friends
with Huang.
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